
Although some populations have improved, experts still estimate
that we could lose 50% of the cheetah population in the next 15 years.

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?
hover over the paw to learn more

The cheetah, Acinonyx jubatus, is a large cat with a habitat in Southern, North, and East Africa, and a few
localities in Iran. Historically, the cheetah ranged across much of Africa and Eastern Europe. The IUNC
has red-listed the cheetah as vulnerable, as it has suffered substantial decline in the population during
the 20th century and many biologists are pushing for the categorization to be escalated to endangered.
The population decline has been a result of various factors including habitat loss,
poaching, illegal pet trade, and conflict with humans.

7,100
cheetahs remaining in the wild

The cheetah is currently scattered throughout
small areas in 21 countries and considered
extant (exists/present) in these locations.
Historically, the cheetah roamed over
much of Africa and parts of Eastern
Europe. The cheetah is now extinct
in most countries.

Upon further detail, it is clear that the cheetah's current habitat
range has collapsed to only a few concentrated areas in recent

decades. It's estimated that 67% of their current habitat
is on unprotected land. This puts cheetahs at risk for
potential contact with humans. Poaching, illegal pet

trade, and even collisions with vehicles have all
impacted their already dwindling population.
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BODY
Cheetahs weigh an average of 83 - 145
pounds.  They stands at an average of
32" tall,  or  about  2  and  a  half  feet,
approximately the height of an average
desk.  Cheetahs measure approximately
70" - 86"  long  from  tip   of  the nose to
the  end  of  the  tail (6-7 feet),  or  about
the length of a couch.

HABITAT
Cheetahs  live in open grasslands, savannas, dense vegetation, and sometimes mountainous terrain.  Once
widely  distributed  throughout  Africa,  the  Arabian  Peninsula,  Asia  Minor,  and  East of India, the cheetah
today is sparsely scattered in areas across  Namibia,  Kenya,  Asia,  and a few smaller countries.   Namibia is
currently home to the largest Cheetah population.

DIET
Cheetahs are carnivores, depending on meat for survival.
Typical prey includes gazelles, wildebeest calves, impalas,
and smaller hoofed animals in the open grasslands.
Since water can be scarce in the savanna,
cheetahs are able to survive with just
one drink every 3 - 4 days.

SPEED
Cheetahs are the fastest land
animal  on   earth,  reaching  a
speed of 70 mph in 3 seconds.
However,   they  can  only  run
for short sprints of up to 300
yards, which last for about 20
seconds and rarely a full minute.
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NAME
The word “Cheetah” is derived from the
Hindi word “Chita” meaning “spotted one”.

F A S T   F A C T S F A D I N G  N U M B E R Shover over the cheetah for
more unique facts

there are likely fewer than

If the cheetah population were to plummet into extinction, we would

lose the fastest land animal on earth.

each spot
represents
1,000
cheetahs

C A T A S T R O P I C  C A U S E S

In 2016, it was estimated that

67%
of the cheetah population

lived outside
protected land.

The majority (57%) of the
cheetah's current habitat spans a
large area in Southern Africa, most

of which is unprotected.

According to a 2012 study of several
zoos over a 10-year period, only 8.5%
of   cheetahs   successfully   bred   in
captivity. The gradual segregation of
wild cheetah populations has reduced
their  genetic  diversity.    As  a  result,
female cheetahs are very selective of
their   mates   and    have   the   lowest
breeding rate in captivity of any animal.

H O W  T O  L E N D  A  P A W

90%
do not live
to adulthood

hover over the icons for more
information related to the
cheetah population decline

C H A S I N G  N U M B E R S

Many efforts exist attempting to support cheetah survival. In the early '80s, the
Cheetah Conservation Fund began educating farmers in Namibia about
alternative methods to rifles to prevent cheetahs from preying
on  their  livestock.  This education  effort,  along  with
stronger enforcement of endangered species and
anti-poaching  laws,  helped  to  stabilize  the
cheetah populations in that country. Now
between  2,500 - 3,000  cheetahs  are
residents in Namibia, after having
fallen to half that in the previous
decade.

                                                                                                                   Conservationists  are  also  working
                                                                                                             hard to reduce the significance of illegal
                                                                                                     pet trade.  A simple Google search for "buy
                                                                                                   a cheetah" yields  hundreds of results.  One
                                                                                             particular site advertises cheetah cubs for sale
                                                                                       with "many  ways  to  pay.  Hassle-free  exchanges
                                                                              and returns." It is estimated that  5  out  of  6 cheetah
                                                                         cubs  will  not  survive  the  transportation and  poor con-
                                                                 ditions provided by illegal pet smugglers. It is estimated that
                                         1200 cheetah cubs were smuggled out of Africa from 2006 - 2015.

However, CITES (Convention on
International Trade of Endangered Species)
has helped to dramatically reduce the
number of cheetahs smuggled into the
United Arab Emirates (as one example)
which is evidenced by the reduction in
seized animals at the borders. In just two
years, the number of cheetahs seized
dropped from 78 to 27 animals.

2013 2014 2015

78 64

27

Tiger

Lynx

Cheetah

25.0%

14.4%

8.5%

Captivity Breeding Rates

TAKE ACTION

Send a message to your government about laws to protect animals. In
the US, the Big Cat Public Safety Act HR 1380 calls for an end to the
unregulated trade and nationwide abuse of captive big cats.

Hover over each
portion of the paw
print to learn how

you can help.

Perhaps the most surprising and terrifying threat to the
cheetah population is poaching and illegal pet trade.

Aside from predators, the illegal pet trade
of cheetah cubs significantly impacts their
survival  rate.   In  the  past  10 years alone
1,200 cubs, which can cost $10,000 on the
black   market,   have   been  captured   and
smuggled out  of  Africa.  Only one in six of
the  cubs  likely  makes  the  journey   alive,
according to  Cheetah  Conservation  Fund.

Cheetahs have experienced a

captured
illegal cubs

On the black market, dealers use
social media sites like

Instagram  |  WhatsApp
Facebook  |  Snapchat

to sell cheetah cubs
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Cheetah  cubs remain  with their  mother for up
      to two years.  While  this can help them  stay
         protected from predators, along with their
           excellent  camouflage  of  spots,  they  still
             have a very small chance of survival - only
             25%  make  it  to  three months  of  age. In
             fact,  despite  being  exceptionally  fast
           cheetahs are not nearly as strong as other
         large animals and if caught,  cannot defend
    themselves. While mother cheetahs attempt to
hide their young,  they  often  cannot  win a fight,
leaving the cubs helpless.


